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1 . A method for assumption by a service provider of at least one 
merchant function in a financial transaction between a customer and a merchant, 
comprising: / 

receiving information about the financial transaction by the service 
5 provider for the merchant; / 

automatically identifying an intended recipient of the information 
by the service provider for the merchant; and / 

automatically sending the information to the intended recipient by 
the service provider for the merchant. / 
10 2. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the information about 

the financial transaction further comprise/s receiving an electronic check for the 
merchant. ^jC 

3. The method/of claim 2,XvMerein receiving the electronic check 
further comprises receiving^he electtmic^che^cby a service provider server. 
15 4. The method of claW3, wherein receiving the electronic check by 

the service provider server furtheyxsomprises receiving the electronic check from 
a customer's processor over thelntei^tr^ 

5. The method of (Maim 4, wherein receiving the electronic check 
from the customer's processor over the Internet further comprises receiving the 

20 electronic check representing a payment by the customer in an Internet website 
transaction with the merchant. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein receiving the electronic check 
representing the payment by the customer in the Internet website transaction with 
the merchant further comprises receiving the electronic check representing 

25 payment by the customer in the Internet website transaction with the merchant at 
an Internet website hosted by the service provider server for the merchant. 

7. The method of claim 3, wherein receiving the electronic check by 
the service prov/der's server further comprises automatically reformatting the 
electronic checK for a merchant's on-line terminal. 
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Psrein receiving the electronic check by 
ses automatically endorsing the 
ervice provider server, 
^rein receiving the electronic check by 
rises automatically preparing a deposit 
; check for the merchant to a merchant's 

The method of claim 1 5 wherein receiving the information about 
the financial transaction further comprises receiving a payment instruction for the 
10 merchant. 

3j/l . The method of claim ^ wherein receiving the payment instruction 
further comprises receiving the payment instruction by a service provider server. 

^ The method of claim^L , wherein receiving the payment instruction 

by the service provider server further comprises receiving the payment instruction 
15 from a customer's processor over thelnternet. 

^J8. The method of claim jfe, wherein receiving the payment instruction 
from the customer's processor over the Internet further comprises receiving the 
payment instruction representing a payment by the customer in an Internet 
website transaction with the merchant. 
20 ^14. The method of claim Jr3, wherein receiving the payment instruction 

representing payment by the customer in the Internet website transaction with the 
merchant further comprises receiving the payment instruction representing 
payment by the customer in the Internet transaction with the merchant at an 
Internet website hosted by the service provider server for the merchant. 

9 j 

25 c ]o. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the information about 

the financial transaction further comprises receiving an approval of a payment 
instruction for the merchant. ^ 

^ \6. The method of claim wherein receiving the approval further 
comprises receiving the approval by a service provider server. 
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yl. The method of claim }o, wherein receiving the approval further 
comprises receiving the approval from a customer's bank's server over the 

Internet. ^ r 

ZD 7 

The method of claim wherein receiving the approval from the 
5 customer's bank's server further comprises receiving a credit by the service 
provider server from the customer's bank's server over the Internet. 

fl /Q 

\9. The method of claim V8, wherein receiving the credit by the service 
provider server further comprises consolidating the credit with at least one 
additional credit for the merchant. 
10 20. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically identifying the 

intended recipient further comprises automatically ^identifying the intended 
recipient of an electronic check for the merchant/ 

2 1 . The method of claim 20, wherem automatically identifying the 
intended recipient of the electronic check furtner comprises automatically 

15 identifying the intended recipient by a service provider server for the merchant. 

22. The method of claim 21, wherein automatically identifying the 
intended recipient by the seracejafwid#ns server further comprises 
automatically identifying a nwchant'yfoc nk's server as the intended recipient by 
the service provider's server .\ 

20 23 . The method of clmiyS 1 , whereip^utomatically identifying the 

intended recipient further compiise^aufomatically identifying the intended 
recipient of a payment instruction for the merchant. 

24. The method otfclaim 23, wherein automatically identifying the 
intended recipient of the payment instruction further comprises automatically 

25 identifying the intended recipient by a service provider server for the merchant. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein automatically identifying the 
intended recipient by toe service provider server further comprises automatically 
identifying a customer's bank's server as the intended recipient. 
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26. The method of claim 1, wherein automaticallwidentifying the 
intended recipient further comprises automatically identifying the intended 
recipient of an approval of a payment instruction for the merchant. 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein automatically identifying the 
intended recipient of the approval further comprises aytomatically identifying the 
intended recipient by a service provider server. / 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein automatically identifying the 
intended recipient by the service provider server further comprises automatically 
identifying a merchant's on-line terminal as the/ntended recipient. 

29. The method of claim 1, wherein/automatically identifying the 
intended recipient further comprises automatically identifying the intended 
recipient of a credit for a paymentj^i^tfuct^n for the merchant. 

30. The method of cfaim 29, Wnerein automatically identifying the 
intended recipient of the credit furthe^&i5pnse§^utomatically identifying the 
intended recipient by a servicie provider server. ) 

3 1 . The method of cMmVo, wherein^dtomatically identifying the 
intended recipient by the service prowder server further comprises automatically 
identifying a merchant's bank's servei\as the intended recipient. 

32. The method of claim 1 , wherein automatically sending the 
information further compriseyautomatically sending an endorsed electronic check 
to a merchant's bank's server for the merchant. 

33. The method pf claim 32, wherein automatically sending the 
endorsed electronic checl/to the merchant's bank's server further comprises 
automatically sending the endorsed electronic check to the merchant's bank's 
server by a service provider's server for the merchant. 

34. The method of claim 33, wherein automatically sending the 
endorsed electronic tfheck further comprises automatically sending a deposit for 
presentation of the endorsed electronic check with the endorsed electronic check. 
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35. The method of claim 33, wherein automatically iending the 
endorsed electronic check further comprises automatically sending the endorsed 
electronic check over the Internet. / 

36. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically sending the 

5 information further comprises automatically sending a payment instruction to a 
customer's bank's server for the merchant / 

37. The method of claim 36, wherein automatically sending the 
payment instruction to the customer's bank's server further comprises 
automatically sending the payment instruction toyflie customer's bank's server by 

10 a service provider server for the merchant. / 

38. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically sending the 
information further comprises automatically seeding an approval of a payment 
instruction to a merchant's on-litfe teimina^^rjhamerchant. 

39. The method of claim l\wMerein automatically sending the 
15 information further comprises aih^atj&ally sending^/eredit for a payment 

instruction for the merchant to a me^anvslJanPs server. 

40. The method of claimyB9, wlwein automatically sending the credit 
to the merchant's bank's server fu/ther comprises automatically sending the credit 
by a service provider server. / 

20 41 . The method of claim 46, wherein automatically sending the credit 

by the service provider's seiyer further comprises automatically sending the credit 
consolidated with at least one additional credit for the merchant. 

42. A system for assumption by a service provider of at least one 
merchant function in a financial transaction between a customer and a merchant, 
25 comprising: / 

mean^for automatically receiving information about the financial 
transaction by the Service provider for the merchant; 
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means associated with the receiving means for ^automatically 
identifying an intended recipient of the information by the ^ervice provider for the 
merchant; and 

means associated with the identifying mdins for automatically 
sending the information to the intended recipient by tl/e service provider for the 
merchant. 

43. The system of claim 42, wherein th/ receiving means further 
comprises a service provider server couple^te^SUSt€aiier's processor. 

44. The system of claim 4^wherem the receiving means further 
comprises a service provider serve^oupl^ytoa^usltOTiei^ bank's server. 

45. The system of claim 42^^Apin the identifying means further 
comprises a service provider server. 

46. The system of claim 42/wherei?l the sending means further 
comprises a service provider server /oupled to a merchant's on-line terminal. 

47. The system of clainy42, wherein the sending means further 
comprises a service provider seryer coupled to a merchant's bank's server. 

48. The system of cl/im 42, wherein the sending means further 
comprises a service provider srerver coupled to a customer's bank's server. 
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